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“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of 

the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?”-Acts 2:36, 37 

This  was the first public preaching of the gospel after our Lord was taken up into glory.  It was thus 
a very memorable sermon, a kind of first- fruits of the great harvest of gospel testimony.  It is very 
encouraging to those who are engaged in preaching that the first sermon should have been so 
successful.  Three thousand made up a grand take of fish at that first cast of the net.  We are serving 
a great and growing cause in the way chosen of God, and we hope in the future to see still larger 
results produced by that same undying and unchanging power which helped Peter to preach such a 
heart-piercing sermon. 

Peter’s discourse was not distinguished by any special rhetorical display: he used not the words of 
man’s wisdom or eloquence.  It was not an oration, but it was a heart-moving argument, entreaty, 
and exhortation.  He gave his hearers a simple, well-reasoned, Scriptural discourse, sustained by 
the facts of experience; and every passage of it pointed to the Lord Jesus.  It was in these respects a 
model of what a sermon ought to be as to its contents.  His plea was personally addressed to the 
people who stood before him, and it had a practical and pressing relation to them and to their 
conduct.  It was aimed, not at the head, but at the heart.  Every word of it was directed to the 
conscience and the affections.  It was plain, practical, personal, and persuasive; and in this it was a 
model of what a sermon ought to be as to its aim and style.  

Yet Peter could not have spoken otherwise under the impression of the divine Spirit: his speech 
was as the oracles of God, a true product of a divine inspiration.  Under the circumstances, any 
other kind of address would have been sadly out of place.  A flashy, dazzling oration would have 
been a piece of horrible irreverence to the Holy Ghost; and Peter would have been guilty of the 
blood of souls if he had attempted it.  In sober earnestness, he kept to the plain facts of the case, 
setting them in the light of God’s Word; and then with all his might he pressed home the truth upon 
those for whose salvation he was laboring.  May it ever be the preacher’s one desire to win men to 
repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ!  May no minister wish to be admired, 
but may he long that his Lord and Master may be sought after! May none bewilder their people with 
the clouds of theoretic philosophy, but refresh them with the rain of revealed truth!  Oh, that we 
could so preach that our hearers should be at once pricked in their hearts, and so be led at once to 
believe in our Lord Jesus, and immediately to come forward and confess their faith in his name! 

We must not forget, however, to trace the special success of the sermon on the day of Pentecost to 
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost  in which Peter had shared.  This it is which is the making of the 
preacher.  Immersed into the Holy Spirit, the preacher will think rightly, and speak wisely; his word 
will be with power to those who hear.  We must not forget, also, that there had been a long season 
of earnest, united, believing prayer on the part of the whole church.  Peter was not alone: he was the 
voice of a praying company, and the believers had been with one accord in one place crying for a 
blessing; and thus not only was the Spirit resting upon the preacher, but on all who were with him.  
What a difference this makes to a preacher of the gospel, when all his comrades are as much 
anointed of the Spirit as himself!  His power is enhanced a hundred-fold.  We shall seldom see the 
very greatest wonders wrought when the preacher stands by himself; but when Peter is described as 
standing up “with the eleven,” then is there a twelve-man ministry concentrated in one; and when 
the inner circle is further sustained by a company of men and women who have entered into the 
same truth and are of one heart and one soul, then is the power increased beyond measure.  A lonely 
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ministry may sometimes affect great things, as Jonah did in Nineveh; but if we look for the greatest 
and most desirable result of all, it must come from one who is not alone, but is the mouthpiece of 
many.  Peter had the one hundred and twenty registered brethren for a loving bodyguard, and this 
tended to make him strong for his Lord.  How greatly I value the loving co-operation of the friends 
around me!  I have no words to express my gratitude to God for the army of true men and women 
who surround me with their love, and support me with their faith.  I pray you never cease to sustain 
me by your prayers, your sympathy, and your co-operation, until some other preacher shall take my 
place when increasing years shall warn me to stand aside. 

Yet much responsibility must rest with the preacher himself; and there was much about Peter’s 
own self that is well worthy of imitation.  The sermon was born of the occasion, and it used the 
event of the hour as God intended it to be used.  It was earnest without a trace of passion, and 
prudent without a suspicion of fear.  The preacher himself was self-collected, calm, courteous, and 
gentle.  He aired no theories, but went on firm ground, stepping from fact to fact, from Scripture to 
Scripture, from plain truth to plain truth.  He was patient at the beginning, argumentative all along, 
and conclusive at the end.  He fought his way through the doubts and prejudices of his hearers; and 
when he came to the end, he stated the inevitable conclusion with clearness and certainty.  All along 
he spoke very boldly, without mincing the truth – “Ye with wicked hands have crucified and slain 
him whom God has highly exalted.”  He boldly accused them of the murder of the Lord of glory, 
doing his duty in the sight of God, and for the good of their souls, with great firmness and 
fearlessness.  Yet there is great tenderness in his discourse.  Impulsive and hot-headed Peter, who, a 
little while before, had drawn his sword to fight for his Lord, does not, in this instance, use a harsh 
word; but speaks with great gentleness and meekness of spirit, using words and terms all through 
the address which indicate a desire to conciliate, and then to convince.  Though he was as faithful as 
an Elijah, yet he used terms so courteous and kindly that, if men took offense, it would not be 
because of any offensiveness of tone on the speaker’s part.  

Peter was gentle in his manner, but forceful in his matter.  This art he had learned from his Lord; 
and we shall never have master-preachers among us till we see men who have been with Jesus, and 
have learned of him.  Oh, that we could become partakers of our Lord’s spirit and echoes of his 
tone!  Then may we hope to attain to Pentecostal results, when we have preachers like Peter, 
surrounded by a band of earnest witnesses and all baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 

When we follow the run of Peter’s argument, we do not wonder that his hearers were pricked in 
their hearts. We ascribe that deep compunction to the Spirit of God; and yet it was a very reasonable 
thing that it should be so.  When it was clearly shown to them that they had really crucified the 
Messiah, the great hope of their nation, it was not wonderful that they should be smitten with 
horror.  Looking as they were for Israel’s King and finding that he had been among them, and they 
had despitefully used him, and crucified him, they might well be smitten at the heart.  Though for 
the result of our ministry we depend wholly upon the Spirit of God, yet we must adapt our discourse 
to the end we aim at; or, say rather, we must leave ourselves in the Spirit’s hand as to the sermon 
itself as well as in reference to the result of the sermon.  The Holy Ghost uses means which are 
adapted to the end designed.  Because, beloved, I do desire beyond all things that many in this 
congregation may be pricked in the heart, I have taken this concluding part of Peter’s discourse to 
be the text of my sermon this morning.  Yet my trust is not in the Word itself, but in the quickening 
Spirit who works by it.  May the Spirit of God use the rapier of his Word to pierce the hearts of my 
hearers! 


