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Yes, the life which Jesus lived here upon earth was a life of faith. This has not been given
sufficient prominence. In this, as in all things, He is our perfect Model.
“By faith, He walked, looking always unto the Father, speaking and acting in filial dependence
on the Father, and in filial reception out of the Father’s fullness. By faith, He looked away from
all discouragements, difficulties, and oppositions, committing His cause to the Lord, who had
sent Him, to the Father, whose will He had come to fulfill. By faith, He resisted and overcame all
temptation, whether it came from Satan, or from the false Messianic expectations of Israel, or
from His own disciples. By faith, He performed the signs and wonders, in which the power and
love of God’s salvation were symbolized. Before He raised Lazarus from the grave, He, in the
energy of faith, thanked God, who heard Him always. And here we are taught the nature of all
His miracles: He trusted in God. He gave the command, ‘Have faith in God,’ out of the fullness
of His own experience” (Adolph Saphir).
But let us enter into some detail. What is a life of faith?
First, it is a life lived in complete dependence upon God. “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart,
and lean not unto thine own understanding… in all thy ways acknowledge Him” (Proverbs 3:5,
6.) Never did any so entirely, so unreservedly, so perfectly cast himself upon God as did the Man
Christ Jesus; never was another so completely yielded to God’s will. “I live by the Father” (John
6:57) was His own avowal. When tempted to turn stones into bread to satisfy His hunger, He
replied “man shall not live by bread alone.” So sure was He of God’s love and care for Him that
He held fast to His trust and waited for Him. So patent to all was His absolute dependence upon
God, that the very scorners around the cross turned it into a bitter taunt. — “He trusted in the
Lord that He would deliver Him, let Him deliver Him, seeing He delighted in Him” (Psalm
22:8).
Second, a life of faith is a life lived in communion with God. And never did another live in
such a deep and constant realization of the Divine presence as did the Man Christ Jesus. “I have
set the Lord always before Me” (Psalm 16:8) was His own avowal. “He that sent Me is with
Me” (John 8:29) was ever a present fact to His consciousness. He could say, “I was cast upon
Thee from the womb: Thou art My God from My mother’s belly” (Psalm 22:10). “And in the
morning, rising a great while before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and
there prayed” (Mark 1:35). From Bethlehem to Calvary He enjoyed unbroken and unclouded
fellowship with the Father; and after the three hours of awful darkness was over, He cried
“Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit.”
Third, a life of faith is a life lived in obedience to God. Faith worketh by love (Galatians 5:6),
and love delights to please its object. Faith has respect not only to the promises of God, but to
His precepts as well. Faith not only trusts God for the future, but it also produces present
subjection to His will. Supremely was this fact exemplified by the Man Christ Jesus. “I do
always those things which please Him” (John 8:29) He declared. “I must be about My Father’s
business” (Luke 2:49) characterized the whole of His earthly course. Ever and anon we find Him
conducting Himself. “that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.” He lived by every word of God. At
the close He said, “I have kept My Father’s commandments, and abide in His love” (John 15:10).
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Fourth, a life of faith is a life of assured confidence in the unseen future. It is a looking away
from the things of time and sense, a rising above the shows and delusions of this world, and
having the affections set upon things above. “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1), enabling its possessor to live now in the power and
enjoyment of that which is to come. That which enthralls and enchains the ungodly had no power
over the perfect Man: “I have overcome the world” (John 16:31), He declared. When the Devil
offered Him all its kingdoms, He promptly answered, “Get thee hence, Satan.” So vivid was
Jesus’ realization of the unseen, that, in the midst of earth’s engagements, He called Himself “the
Son of man which is in heaven” (John 3:13). “And so, dear brethren, this Jesus, in the
absoluteness of His dependence upon the Father, in the completeness of His trust in Him, in the
submission of His will to that Supreme command, in the unbroken communion which He held
with God, in the vividness with which the Unseen ever burned before Him, and dwarfed and
extinguished all the lights of the present, and in the respect which He had ‘unto the recompense
of the reward’; nerving Him for all pain and shame, has set before us all the example of a life of
faith, and is our Pattern as in everything, in this too.
“How blessed it is to feel, when we reach out our hands and grope in the darkness for the unseen
hand, when we try to bow our wills to that Divine will; when we seek to look beyond the mists
of ‘that dim spot which men call earth,’ and to discern the land that is very far off; and when we
endeavor to nerve ourselves for duty and sacrifice by bright visions of a future hope, that on this
path of faith too, when He ‘putteth forth His sheep, He goeth before them,’ and has bade us do
nothing which He Himself has not done! ‘I will put My trust in Him,’ He says first, and then He
turns to us and commands, ‘Believe in God, believe also in Me’” (A. Maclaren, to whom we are
indebted for much in this article).
Alas, how very little real Christianity there is in the world today! Christianity consists in being
conformed unto the image of God’s Son. “Looking unto Jesus” constantly, trustfully,
submissively, lovingly; the heart occupied with, the mind stayed upon Him — that is the
whole secret of practical Christianity. Just in proportion as I am occupied with the example
which Christ has left me, just in proportion as I am living upon Him and drawing from His
fullness, am I realizing the ideal He has set before me. In Him is the power, from Him must be
received the strength for running “with patience” or steadfast perseverance, the race. Genuine
Christianity is a life lived in communion with Christ: a life lived by faith, as His was. “For to me
to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21); “Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God” (Galatians 2:20) — Christ living in me and through
me.
From An Exposition of Hebrews, Volume 2.

